6                         Preface
and I read it again and again, little thinking that I should one day be a humble disciple of the great aeronaut. Yet it was mainly due to such reading that my interest in the subject was awakened and my subsequent course of action guided, and I took part in aerial voyages in which British and World's records were created. From that time aeronautics has been to me both work and recreation. I have written much about this fascinating new science, and since 1909 have never ceased from urging its tremendous importance in national defence.
It is a biggef question now than ever it was, and it is only by the public taking an interest in it that this country will avert the disaster of being excelled by other Powers. It is my hope that the present book may stimulate both study and practice, and thus contribute, if it be only a little, towards this end.